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113Westchester Children By The Numbers



Westchester Children By The Numbers114

C
hi

ld
 W

el
fa

re

Child Welfare   

Why is it important?

One of the most important responsibilities of any community is to protect those who 
cannot protect themselves. Each year, thousands of children in Westchester experience 
maltreatment at the hands of their parents or legal guardians. It is the responsibility of 
the County Department of Social Services (DSS) to investigate allegations of abuse or 
maltreatment of children by family members, and to ensure the safety of children in 
these situations. If DSS finds the allegation to be substantiated, it may offer services--
such as parenting classes, respite services, mental health or drug treatment—to families 
or may take the case to Family Court and ask a judge to mandate such services. In cases 
of severe physical or sexual abuse, the case may also be investigated by local police, and 
criminal charges brought by the District Attorney’s office. In any cases where the child 
cannot remain safely in his or her home, DSS will ask the Family Court to place the child 
or children in foster care. Foster care is meant to be temporary, and all efforts are made 
to return the child safely to his or her own family, find an alternate safe and permanent 
home, or help an older foster child prepare to live independently. 

The child welfare system includes several distinct parts of the local Department of Social 
Services (DSS), as well as Family Court. Child Protective Services, or CPS, is the part of 
DSS that receives and investigates reports of abuse or maltreatment. Preventive Services 
offers services to families in order for children to safely remain with or return to their 
families of origin. Preventive Services may be mandated by the Family Court as part of 
the disposition of a case, but they may also be requested by families voluntarily. They are 
often provided by non-profit agencies under contract to DSS. The Foster Care and Resi-
dential Care divisions of DSS work with non-profit foster care agencies and directly with 
foster parents to provide safe homes for children who cannot safely remain with their own 
families (as determined by a Family Court judge). For some children, out-of-home place-
ment will be in a group home or residential treatment center rather than with a foster 
family. Usually, this is because a suitable foster family is not available or because the foster 
child needs more intensive services than can be provided in a home setting. 

It is important to note that Westchester County collects Foster Care statistics according 
to monthly averages and also by yearly totals.  Yearly totals include any child in care for 
any amount of time.  These two methods can produce significantly different data and us-
ers should be careful when analyzing this information

Persons in Need of Supervision (PINS) refers to young people who have willfully and re-
peatedly committed status offenses—such as truancy, incorrigibility, running away—that 
would not be crimes if committed by an adult.   PINS complaints are filed through the 
Westchester County Probation Department, and are usually initiated by parents or school 
officials.

Before mid-2002, the PINS program provided services to youth under 16 years old. 
Today, youngsters under 18 years of age can be charged with a PINS complaint. This 
change has led to a significant increase in the number of youth referred for PINS services.  
In 2006, 16 and 17 year olds accounted for almost 30% of all intakes.  WCA has chosen 
to include data on PINS in this section because the emphasis of the PINS process is on 
treatment and rehabilitation of the offenders without Family Court involvement. Data on 
juvenile delinquency is included in the section on Juvenile Justice. 
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What stands out?
n   	 After more than a decade of staying at the same level, reports, or allegations of child 

abuse and maltreatment have increased 17.5% from 2005 to 2006. The trend has con-
tinued in 2007. The increase may be due in part to increased reports by school district 
personnel, following recent highly publicized incidents, in both New York City and 
Westchester, which highlighted the responsibility of teachers and administrators to 
report suspected child abuse. 

n   	 The percentage of substantiated or “indicated” reports has remained steady over the 
last several years, ranging between a low of 30% in 2000 to a high of 34% in 2005.  
The most common reason for an indicated report was physical neglect, which was 
cited at least once in 65% of all reports.

n   	 In 2006, 1,336 children were referred for services through the county’s PINS pro-
gram.  “Incorrigible/Ungovernable” accounts for the majority of complaints against 
these children; however, in recent years this percent has been decreasing while the 
percent of complaints due to truancy have been increasing.  Of those referred for 
PINS services, a disproportionately high number of them were minorities.  And 
although males represented the majority of those in PINS, females accounted for 45% 
of the total. 

n   	 During 2006, 342 children were admitted into foster care, 1,051 were in care, and 
264 were discharged.  Since 1998, the number of admissions and children in care has 
remained steady, but in 2006 the number of discharges showed a significant drop.  
This drop is expected to lead to an increase in the overall number of children in care 
in 2007.  

n   	 About 14% of youngsters discharged from foster care are released to their own re-
sponsibility. These are young people between the ages of 18 and 21 who typically have 
little or no family support system, and are at great risk for homelessness, poverty, early 
parenthood, and other difficulties.   

 

1 Douglas W. Nelson, “Gratified But Not Satisfied on Foster Care Independence,” Advocasey, 
Volm 3, Number 2, Fall, 2001.
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Number of 
Reports

Westchester Total 5186

Neglect 4798

Educational Neglect 690

Inadequate Food, Clothing, Shelter 386

Inadequate Guardianship 4319

Lack of Supervision 858

Malnutrition, Failure to Thrive 7

Other 1266

Abandonment 9

Child’s Drug/ Alcohol Use 119

Inappropriate Custodial Conduct 9

Other 217

Parent’s Drug/ Alcohol Misuse 997

Physical Abuse 1249

Burns, Scalding 78

Choking/Twisting/ Shaking 76

DOA/Fatality 11

Excessive Corporal Punishment 477

Fractures 22

Internal Injuries 29

Lacerations, Bruises, Welts 930

Poisoning, Noxious Substances 4

Swelling/Dislocation/Sprains 84

Medical Neglect 419

Lack of Medical Care 419

Sexual Abuse 283

Sexual Abuse 283

Psychological Maltreatment 82

Emotional Neglect 79

Inappropriate Isolation/Restraint 3

Notes: Each report is classified into at least one of six main “Allegation Categories.” Additionally, each report is classified by at least one of 23 
“Specific Allegations.”    

Glossary: See “Child Protective Services” and “Child Abuse and Maltreatment” for more information.
Source:  Westchester County Department of Social Services, Office of Family and Children’s Services.

Female Male

3,120 3,142

2,873 2,946

355 401

264 248

2,624 2,629

514 591

4 3

817 801

2 8

53 72

4 6

143 124

657 641

645 674

26 53

48 32

3 8

240 268

10 12

13 17

477 491

1 3

45 39

194 246

194 246

241 66

241 66

47 41

45 40

2 1

0 - 8 Years Old 9 - 16 Years Old 17+ Years Old

2,909 2,884 300

2,680 2,690 281

152 571 17

236 211 41

2,505 2,339 270

569 460 33

7 0 0

846 645 87

5 3 1

11 86 29

2 7 0

146 109 7

712 489 64

596 650 65

66 11 1

20 53 6

10 1 0

202 282 22

19 2 1

14 15 1

415 507 48

3 1 0

34 45 6

177 238 21

177 238 21

104 167 30

104 167 30

19 61 6

19 59 5

0 2 1

Each abuse and neglect report may involve more than one allegation or victim. Therefore, the total number of 
children as reported by age group (0 - 8 Years Old, 9 - 16 Years Old, 17+ Years Old) and by gender (Female, 
Male), can exceed the number of reports in a particular category.

Discrepancies between the total number of children reported by age group and the total number reported by 
gender are due to cases in which the age and/or gender of the child is not reported.

For both male and female children, the five most common specific allegations were the same. They are 
Inadequate Guardianship, Parent’s Drug/Alcohol Misuse, Lack of Supervision, Lacerations/Bruises/Welts, 
and Educational Neglect.
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